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Letter

During the past year, the world has witnessed unprecedented
changeonsomanylevels:societal, political,andenvironmental. We
are bombarded with information on a daily basis, simultaneously
pulling us together while, in some ways, driving cultures and
people further toward isolation.

As we celebrate our 19th year, we are proud to remain steadfast
in our commitment to building close, personal connections. While
our global reach is broader than ever before, it is the personal
stories of communities and individuals that demonstrate the full
power of Play for Peace. In this annual report, we share these
intimate stories of the people we touch through our work.

Growing as We Go

As we look ahead, we are committed to increasing the number of
members we have and opening new clubs, with an emphasis on
programs in the United States and with displaced people all over
the world. And, in honor of the UN International Day of Friendship,
we are challenging ourselves to create 10,000 friendships among
children, teens, and adults from different sides of conflict. As
such, we hope to open spaces for dialogue, collaboration, and
partnership.

We are also harnessing the power of technology and social media
in order to develop an app for our volunteers around the globe.
This will help to to collect necessary data, engage and train our
volunteers on an ongoing basis, and support our community.

Our Successes This Year

In 2016 - 2017, our impact was both broad and deep, with measurable
results across the globe. We are proud of our continued efforts in
14 countries as well as significant growth in new locations. See our
timeline and recap of the year for a full overview, and read on for
an inside look at the many faces that comprise Play for Peace. We
are extremely proud of all we've accomplished this year and of all
the people who make our work possible.

John Guarrine
Board Chair

Sarah Gough
Executive Director
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About Us

Mission

To bring together children, youth, and organizations in communities

in conflict, using cooperative play to create laughter, compassion,
and peace.

To ignite learning initiatives in regions around the globe, networking

as one unified community that contributes to a more peaceful
world.
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Play for Peace is a strong, global community that includes
more than 3,000 members of different nationalities,
backgrounds, and beliefs.

9 64 Trainers
6 180 Mentors

® We speak 3D languages
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We create safe and inclusive spaces for
learning that are open and welcoming to
all dimensions of the human family.

Despite our differences, we all believe that through the
power of laughter and play, we can build friendships
across divides and come together in peace.
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Some would say that the ever-present use of technology has
brought us closer together. But so often, the true character of
a person is lost without face-to-face contact or intimacy.

The work of Play for Peace profoundly touches children, youth,
and communities in conflict in more than 14 countries. Their
experiences blossom into relationships founded on understanding,
compassion, and kindness. They are encouraged to !

isolation, fear, and violence to a place of inspiration, |
and connection.

In this annual report, we want to share with you so|
people behind our stories: the people who do the hard w

who benefit, and how they all grow together in coll
and peace.
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Our Community: Children and Teens
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Ten-year-old Guillermo is from a
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Guillermo's transformation: “He finds good friends in these types of activities. He has learned to
Idn‘t talk to him, and they have become friends.”
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Our Community: Adults

There is no greater evidence of Play for Peace’s impact than watching kids grow into
adults who, in turn, take up the reins of our important work. Now that Play for Peace
has reached its 19th year, we are seeing more young men and women give back to
their communities, passing on what they learned as children.
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Our Community: Local Partners

Play for Peace is fortunate enough to partner with several organizations around the
globe that have a similar focus and mission. Through these wonderful groups we
can better reach communities dealing with poverty, war, and natural disaster, and
help change the lives of children through laughter and play.
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Our Community: Mentors

Around the world, Play for Peace Clubs are forming in schools, organizations,
neighborhoods, and communities with the support of Play for Peace Mentors. In
these youth-led clubs, projects are launched in response to a local need with the
support of an adult mentor. The outcome? Communities that are more unified,

self-sufficient, and resilient in the face of challenges. Here is a success story from
one of our Play for Peace mentors.
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Our Community: Trainers

Play for Peace trainers are diverse in nationality, gender, race, abilities, religion, and
age, and collectively speak over a dozen languages. We have trainers located in
more than 15 countries, and many who travel around the globe to conduct Play for
Peace trainings. Here is one success story from our incredible trainer community.
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Our Community: Volunteers

It is thanks to the support and dedication of more than 100 volunteers around the
globe that Play for Peace is thriving and reaches communities worldwide. Our
volunteers lend their time to help with fundraising events, communications efforts,
translation, and more—all because they believe in our mission as much as we do.
Here is the story of one of these exceptional volunteers.

In Recognition

We could not do the work we do without the incredible donations of time, talent, and
expertise from those who make up the Play for Peace global community, including board
members, staff, trainers, mentors, youth leaders, donors, and volunteers. With
tremendous gratitude, we recognize their contributions during the 2016-2017 fiscal year.

* Board of Directors * Play for Peace Founders
John Guarrine, Chair Craig Dobkin
Lisa Gelsomino, Vice Chair Michael Terrien
Kevin Creely, Treasurer
Janet McDonnell, Secretary * Advisors
Mark Havens Hema Pokharna, Ph.D.
Ron Kovich Tom Smith, Ph.D.

Steve Proudman
Michael Terrien * Staff Members
Sarah Gough, Executive Director

Imroz Shaw, Global Operations Manager

Play for Peace® Financial
Statement 2016-2017

This report depicts Play for Peace financial activities for the fiscal year that ended June 30,
2017. It has been reviewed by Dana & Co. and approved by Play for Peace board member
and treasurer, Kevin Creely.

REVENUE GROWTH

$683K —

$666K

REVENUE

$465K

$683,436

$400K

$380K

Events $81,455

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 ‘ Campaigns $59,184

‘ Grants $11,000

. General Donations $16,340

HOW WE USE OUR FUNDS

. Training Workshop $3,807
Administration 6% ($40,250) .
Memberships $7,400

Development 18% ($126,595) ' In-kind Services $498,102

@ otherssias
Programming 76% ($517,314)

Total Expenses $684,160
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contact us

500 N. Michigan Ave. Ste 600 Chicago, IL 60611 USA

+1 312.675.8568
info@playforpeace.org

www.playforpeace.org
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